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Uhi pro labore defidia, pro coutinentla et aquitate libido atque fuperbia invasére, fortuna 
finul cum moribus immutatur. Ita imperiuin fempeta, ad optimum quemque & minus 
bond transfertur. Sazgusr. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Ictters, written by a Lieutenant in the Bengal 
Cavalry, have commanded the applaufe of every man in India, and 
the approbation of the Right Hon. the Prefident of the Board of 
Controul, whu hefitated not, with the manly liberality that fo 
ftrongly marks his charater, to bear a willing teftimony to the me- 


rits even of an obfcure and anonymous writer. 


It cannot be doubted but that the approbation of Mr. Dundas will 
be a ready paffport of the following fheets, to the candid confidera- 
tion of every man who is interefted in the profperity of our Indian 


poffeflions, and feels for the oppreffion and mifery of fome millions 


of his fellow creatures. 
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To Sir Jonn Snore, Burt 


Oude, June 1793. 
Sir, 


g Bee importance of the following reflections, which are the refult of long 
experience, and a minute knowledge of the Nawab Vizier's country, 
will, it is hoped, be an apology for chis intrufion, from a perfon who has no 
other means of conveying his fentiments to you. They were thrown hattily 
together on the departure of his Excellency’s minifters for Calcutta, with the 
declared intention of effecting fome change in the exifting engagements with 
the compen. and are addrefied, J cruft, with peculiar propriety to you, to 
whom J fhall take the further liberty of addreffing fuch elucidations, as the 
fubjeét may feem to require. Should this effort, in any manner, contribute 
to bring relief to the wretched inhabitants of this diftracted country, it will be 
a heartfelt gratification to me, and all the reward I expect or hope. 


Confidering the immenfe advantages which the Honourable Company derive 
from their connection with the Nawab Vizier, and the minute attention they pay 
to whatever may promote their own profperity, and fupport their intereft im che 
FLaft, ic is a mateer of furprife and aftonifhment, that they have never taken 
any meafures for the open of his country, nor even ufed the common 
precautions which prudence dictates, or goed fenfe direéts, for its defence and 
permanent fecurity. A too literal adhererice to their engagements, and a 
ftudious, perhaps 2 culpable compliance with the prejudices of an interefted 
party in » tay have hitherto prevented any interference in the interior 
management of his country. But to a cool and difpaffionate mind, not biafied 
by prejudice, nor by intercft, theirecondud to him, ever fince he has 
been placed on the Mufnud, would appear, rather thar of an infidious enemy, 
fyftematically devifing means for his deftruction, than 4s friends and provectors 
united in the fame views, and the fame intereiti. 


The enormous fume in {pecie which they have drawn Kom hiin; the duties 
which they levy on the few articles which his country pipduces for a 
bd mya; 
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tion ; and above all, the continued annual drain of near one-third of a fubfidy, 
paid exprefsly for the defence of his dominions, have a tendency obvioyfly 
pernicious, and, added to the fundamental defects in the government, have, 
fince the demife of Sujah Dowlah, reduced his revenue * upwards of a crore 
of rupees, (1,000,000/. fterling) per annum. It is obvious that fuch a fyftem, 
if continued, mutt terminate in the entire ruin of the country 5 the evils, 
which it has already produced, are of an alarming magnitude :+ emigrations 
aie frequent: cultivation has been on the decline for many years 3 and, at the 
prefent time, the Company's troops ftationed in his country, are fublifted by 
the fupplies which they draw from the Mirzapore and Benares diftricts, Pro- 
perty is infecure. Murders and robberies are daily committed, and pafs unpu- 
nifhed, and even unnoticed. Ultimately, there is neither police nor efficient 

vernment in his country. Thele facts are undeniable, and prove the necef- 
fy of the Company extending, without delay, their paternal care to the fub- 
jeéts of a friend and ally, whofe profperity 1s fo intimately blended with our 
own. 


When the difpofition of the Vizier, the character of his minifters, and the 
nature of his government, are confidered, it will not be difficult to difcover the 
caufes, which, joined with his hitherto pernicious connedtion with the Com- 
pany, have reduced his country to the wretched ftate in which we now con- 
template it. 


Bred up in habits of indolence and pleafure, and with an unconquerable 
averfion to bufinefs, the Vizier allows the adininiftration of his government to 
fall into fuch hands, as, he thinks, will contribute moft largely to the gratificae 
tions of his favourite purfuits, The t oftenfible minifter is wesk, ignorant 
and voluptuous, The § acting one has litle to recommend him, belide @ 
knowledge of the common forms of office ; he has neither firmnefs of mind nor 
talents for a {tation above that of head mutfuddee, (a writer or clerk in an of- 
fice) from which he has been lately raifed, Both have a paffion for money, 
and lofe no means by which ic may be procured: the one to difplay an often- 
tatious magnificence; the other to hoaid, as is the practice of ali his caft, 
In no court are the vices of venality and corruption carried to greater lengths 
than in that of Lucknow. The government of a jarge diftriG is often fold to 


* Rohilcund (excluave of Fuzull, Khan's Jegeer) oduced under the.government of the 
Rohillas in ums onegis lacks of rupees, fer the oouquell in 17745 it was let fur sighty- 
four lacks of rupees. In the year 1783 for fifty-five tacks. In the year 1790 for torty-fve 
lacks; and this yexr, Jp ine above lacks have becn realized, ‘ 
2 dw the above peri re was a fu of above ten anmils. Than this fadenothing 
can place ia a fironger pola of view the miferable {hate of the Vigier’s government, The des 
a in revenues oh a ae nod Baraitch, bas been {fill greater than, in Ro» 
+ Goruc and iftriGs in the vicinity of the Bahar Province are almeit entirely de- 
populated. ‘iad fince tea years fettlenicnt made by Jonathan Duncan, Efq. in ape in 
dary of Bonares in 1787-9, the province of Jilahehed bas loft one-fourth of its inhabitants. 


the 


tHe Highett’ bidder, atid not unfrequently the rewitd df actions difgrateful to 
Oot axture; atid’at whith’ hitdtanity revolts. No arithtion is paid to charac. 
if che cHoite of Aumiili; ieee ahd 'cofedtors of dittritts) atthotigh in: 
"with Bounilefs power Hivitiy He arid-death inf théi¢ hand. Such men 
: ed to nd chetk’ or’ contrdul; and coniciods df being! dally liable to Ua 
di soph BA's pl het ofie who can bribe higher, canndt be fup: 
pared co Be itteretted inf the iaiprovertiéne off the cotutry: Their fle object it 
TH’ droite atid? sali the whetchett! Inifbandniaty, uidble to procure res 
drs, ig Heel cio fubrilit' to whiar’ he comfiders his deft}, or by a'painfil 
dorguélt aver be carci fiy’ to thé rhore happy diftrids under tht 
govetntheht of the’ Compaiy. 

The imtiene bédy of sa Tiaintained by'the Aumils under the denonti- 
nation of Mutayenna, and: thé erlormous deductions which are made on that 
account from the revenues, may alfo be thebridried as principal caufes of rhe 
rapid decline of the country. ‘Thefe troops, which are kept up for the avowed 
purpofe of enforcing the colieCtions, confit of about forty eight thoufand in- 
fantry, and thirteen thoufand cavulrg; aNd with their guns and ammunition, coft 
the Vizier annyally'above feventysfive lacks of rupees. Befides being a heavy 
burthen to the ftate, this rabble, without difcipline or fubordination, keeps 
the country in perpéruat'watfare and diforder, from the continual adts of op- 
prefBoh which they are in the habit of committing on the induftrious farmer 
and mechanic. (See Abfract Statement, 9c. at the end of the letter.) 


. 


No profprct remains chat the Nawab, or his minifters, will voluntarily fet 
about rectifying abufes, or think of eftablithing a regular fyltem for the cal- 
leétion of the revenue, or the adminiftration of juftice, founded on the principles 
of reafon and equity. The excellent fyftem in force in the Company's pro- 
vinces would afford them an admirable example, had they the good of the fub- 
ject or the profperity of the country at heart; but thefe are ideas that have 
never entered the mind of either, nor ever will, unlefs impreffed by a decided 
interference of the Company. The propriety, and even the neceffity of fuch 
an interference is no longer a queftion, for furely the profperity of one of the 
fineft countries in Hindoftan, and the happinefs of fome millions of fubjects, 
are not co be facrificed to a miftaken and reprehenfible delicacy, or put in cam- 
petition with the withes of afew, who have been their plunderers and tyrants. 


Buc until the fubject thall engage the attention of Parliament, effectual re- 
lief cannot be expected. It may, however, bg hoped that the famg humanity 
which dictaved the Mukurreree fyftem, now eftablithed in the Company’s pro- 
vinces, will recommend a fimilar one for the Vizier’s dominions. The go- 
vernment in India ough in the meantime ta ufe every means in their power to 


* A bearer (chairman, -keeper, orderlies, and many others of the lowelt cafts, and 
moft detefiable yore ly Be railed to places of the ighest teuft and refj onfibility, re- 
COmGAORE felely by vices at which human — fudders, 4 

retar 
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retard the progrefs of the alarming evils, until they fhall receive authority for 
eradicating them entirely. By ftriking off the duties on the manufactures and 
productions of his country, they might give encouragement to the trade, which 
the enterprizing {pirit of a few individuals of the Britifh nation has introduced, 
By putting a ftop to the drain of fpecie, they would give new life and vigour 
to induftry and cultivation. ‘fhey might recommend to the Vizier to abolifh 
the ruinous eftablifhment of the Mutayenna troops, and in the event of agree~- 
ing to increafe the fubfidy to eighty-five lacks (which he might eafily do from 
the faving this meafure would induce) they might engage to furnifh him 
with troops that would not only better promote the end for which the Mu- 
tayenna are kept up, but be a check on the oppreffions and enormities of the 
Aumils. An augmentation of our Native battalions, and che eftabhifhment 
of a refpectable body of cavalry, would thus be obtained; objects not more 
effential to the defence and fecurity of the Vizier’s dominions, than to the 
prefervation of the peace of Hindoftan. 


lam, Srr, 
With all due refpect, 
Your moft obedient, 
Humble fervant, 
CcCivis. 
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ABSTRACT STATEMENT or tHe EXPENSES of tee VIZIER’s MUTAYENNA TROOPS. 


STATIONS, 





Corab, Etawa, &. &c. 
Roln cund _ 
Khyrabad and Mbamdy, 
Ghoonda and Amora 
Barel.y, Dalmow, Reddewly, 
Atrmfty and Rampore 
Sylaah = 
Sullanpore _ 
Sundelu Milleabad 
Azemgur aud Mahole 
Acburpore —_ 
Sandy and Shahabad 
Achmeh Sundelu Milleab. 
The Saye! at 
Furruckadad 


Goruckpore _ 
Mannooabawry _ 
Sahlone _ 
Soorattgepore ~ 


Lucknow _ 


N. B. Thefe troops are employed felely m enforcing the 
qroope/ that gu:rd and attend on the perion of the Ne bob; 
body Bf cavalry, totally without order or difcip ine. 
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Cavalry. 
Number ut Amount of 
Men Expenfe 
90356 | 9.80:954 14.0 
1,740 | 4190,616 
G02 | 228,459 
420 1,501,323 0 
339 77:825 6 
180 F%4ld 4 
rg 42.40% 0 
749 | 2555055 10 
231 98.473 8 
875 | WOT, 544 IE 
490 | 1,19,407 0 
218 S492 0 
4 9180 0 
18 5127 8 
190 | 24,909 9 
257 | 54976 oO 
209 62,700 0 
250} go000 0 
5 1,821 12 
3 19235 0 
688 | 2,906,648 o 
74 713230 
2e2 87,940 90 
123 31,047 8 
287 g9,040 9 
1,540 {| 475,130 0 
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Expente of Total of 
Mutayenua with 
Artillery. i pemny Ripente, 
90,639 9 Of 16,76,642 0 
471908 9 8 99513 I 
513503 12 0, 2,98,229 O 
14,079 99 2,41,688 0 
49535 99 2,26,852 9 
18,350 4 o 160,387 9 
8,996 19 1 90,991 1 
15,000 © 9, 3,82,972 O 
5,085 00 1539,745 0 
21,400 0 0} 4,65,429 
16,424 0 9 = 1,84,966 of 
10,472 0 9) 1,01,364 . 
$741 9 425387 O 
—= 39,490 ° 
_ 64,200 O 
24.412 9 1,69,388 0 
10,000 0 1,68,700 o 
12,757 8 of 1,39,007 
75 72259 ° 
ore 5,603 
32,000 0 0} 5,2c,299 ro) 
7scoo 8 25,198 o 
3,000 © Of 2,40,940 al 
6,709 © 70553 46 
ai 99,040 
1,045,577 © O 10,97,Q05 12 0 
509.7783 11 7+522,061 6 0 


colle€ons of the revenue, there Leg, exclu‘ive of them, the huzzooree, or hon“ehold 
they confit of ieveral b atalens of fepoys, a large traws of artillery, and a confiderable 
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To Sir Joun Suore, Bart. 


Siz, Oude, Fuly 18, 1793. 


O* the departure of the Nabob Vizier’s minifters for the prefidency, I took 
the liberty of addreffing forne reficétions to you on the ftate of the 
country, in the hope that I fhould draw your humane attention to the con- 
fideration of the mulerable fituation of its inhabitants. The obvious 
caules of the ruin which ws impending over it were therein depicted with 
moceration and truth, and, [ cruft, amply prove the neceffity of the Bengal ga- 
vernment extending, without delay, thew paternal care to avert che evil, I 
fhall occafionally continue to add fuch reflections and facts as appear neceflary 
to the further elucidation of this aroportant fubyc ct. 


It is a vuth univerfally admitted, that the fubjects undet alllarbitrary govern- 
ments are happy or amferable in proportion to the wifdom or depravity of their 
rulers, and perhaps it has never been more forcibly evinced than in the example 
afforded by a companion of the Company’s government with that of the Nabob 
Vizier's, Vhe Company, with the grant or conqueft of their provinces, natu- 
rally acquired the power of ruling their fubjects by the fame arbitrary maxims 
by. which they had bithe:to been governed, but have wifely relinqgifhed that 
right in a very great meafure, and eftablifhed a fyftemi more liberal and jut ; 
their fubjeéts confequently enjoy a degree of happinefs and of increafing profpe- 
rity, unknown in any other parc of Hindoftan, Vhe ftriking traits in the 
Nabob Viziei’s government ttrongly refemble thofe of his * character and dif. 
pofitiun, which have been alicady given, and we sufficiently well knownto make 
any repetitian of them here unneceffary. No fixed fyftem, no police, no courts 
of yuflice, the unhippy fubjects in his donsmions are left expofed td rapacity 
and oppreffion, and im the anarchy and confofion which is the ‘inevitable confe- 
quence, cultivation is neglected, and trade and manufaétwies foffered ro decay. 
Having menuoned in a tormer communication the advantages which the Com~ 
pany d.iive from this country, and alfo that the heavy drain of fpecie which they 
have made from it, was one of the caufes of its decline, the following fkate- 
ment #4 given in proof of thefe affertions 5 it will fhew the total amount which 
they have received from hence in the laft twenty years, and in the propértioh 


oo 
6 Rvtradl of a letter from the Gevernor-general ia Council, to the Court of Dire&ters, dated 4b 
 Pebrmary, 1775 
Paragraph qth,“ Jytt betore the Wazier’s death (6th February) he wrote a letter to the go- 
* vernor general, which was atterwards tranionitted to ute addrefy by Mahomed Elich Khan, bis 
 minifter and favourite fervant, accontpanied by one fom ‘himéelf; by chefe letters it s nears 
“that Mirza Amanay, otherwife called Afoot ul Dow lah, had his father’s pofitve Abndrahon | to 
* the fucceflion, and thopgh hy all actounts he polleffes neither the quatines of the heart nor head 
* equal to the ftation co Which hes thos called, we have nog as yet any reafon to think that his right 
% will be difpured.” 
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of his government, and knows this country, will readily give credit to thei. 
affertions ; they alfo declare, that under the management of the Company, it 
is ftill capable of being raifed to this fum, and do not hefitate to exprefs their 
hope, that the day is not diitant when that defirable event will take place, 
an event that would fecure to them their lives, their property, and the fruits of 
their induftry. 


The unfettled ftate of the Nabob Vizier’s country and government in 1784, 
and the reafons which induced the Governor General to vifit Lucknow, are 
too well known to need relation here; it will fuffice to ftate, that he found 
only 1,79,75,504 rupees had been realized that year, and that the following 
fettlement was made by his advice and at his recommendation for five years, 
with men recommended by the minifter as the moft refpectable and truft-wor- 
thy, (See Account, Fc. at the end of the letter.) Viz. For 


Rupees. 
1784-5, or Fuffullee year, rige = - . - 2,20,65,630 
1785-6, or ditto, - 1193 = - - 244,509,404 
1786-7, or ditto, ~ 1194 - - 2,66,05,326 
1787-8, or ditto, - ig5) = “ - 2,87,1 1,326 
1788-9, or ditto, - lig6 - - 3,06,9 3,036 


He* was, however, extremely deceived in the opinion he formed of the 
the Vizier and his minifter, if he was fo fanguine as to hope that they would 
carry through the plan of fettlement which he had formed with fo much care: 
few of the engagements lafted more than two years, and many of them only one ; 
all reverted to the old fyftem of rapacity and oppreffion, and the collections of 
the prefent year wall fall fhort even of thofe of 1784, when they were at the 
Joweft ebb of depreffion. 


Much yet remains to be faid regarding the trade, the foil, and cultivation; 
bur it fhall be referved for a future occafion, having already trefpaffed too long 
on your time and patience. 

l am, Sir, 
With due refpeé, 
Your devoted Servant, 


Civis. 


* This fettlement proves that the Governor General was of opinion that the country would 
with eafe produce upwards of three crores of rupees pagannum, and from his own extenfive 
Jocal knowledge, and the fervices and information he could command, 1t iy fair to conclude 
that his opinion was juft and well-founded. 
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ACCOUNT PARTICULARS or rag FIVE YEARS SETTLEMENTS. 
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To Sir Jonn Suore, Part. 


Onde, 28th July, 1793. 
Sir, 


I‘ purfuance of my promife I proceed to make fome obfervations on 
the trade and cultivation of the Nabub Vizier’s doa inions, and fiall do st 
with the freedom and candour which truth demand:, vufling thar] fhall obtain 
credit when I declare that Tam actuated folely by human: motives, and new 
ther dread reprehenfion nor hope for reward, othe: than che tatsfaction of one 
who endeavours well. 


In Great Britain and other countries, where trade has attained a degree of 
perfection, and the principles on which it is conduéted are better defined and 
underftood than they ave in this quarter of the globe, the taxes and duties on 
each article, the exports and imports of each ftate, are eafily afcertamed; bur 
ina country like this, (Oude) where crade may be termed in its irfancy, the 
only poffible mode of afcertaining the duties levied on each article, or of judg- 
ing of the extent of its imports fen or exports to, the Company's dominions, 
is either from an infpe@tion of the Cuftom-houle books, or fiom the commu- 
nications of merchants concerned 1n the different branches of the trade carried 
on in the country, who muft neceffarily have obtained a coufiderable degree of 
knowledge in the refpective articles to which their attention has been directed. 
The firft mode not being practicable, and many difficulties tying in the way 
of obtaining a general knowledge by the latter, I fhall not be able to enter fo 
minutely into the fubyeét as 1 could with, though I hope fufficiently fo to an- 
{wer the purpofe in view. 


The conduét obferved with refpect to the crade between the two countries» 
firft prefents itfelf to confideration. This 1s regulated by what is ‘called a Com- 
mercial Treaty ; the term is, I fuppofe, given for form’s fake: but as it may 
tend to miflead people, and make them imagine thar as treaties afe generally” 
well difcuffed, and pretty evenly arranged with refpeét to the interefts of the 
re{pective countries between which nat} are contracted before they are ratified, 
fo of courfe the treaty with his Excellency the Vizier’ was fully approved of 
before agreed to. It is neceffary to obferve, that the treaty was prefented to the 
Nabob with merely a congé @elire, or rather noc fo much, as he durft not re- 
fule to Ygree to a propofal coming from the Gdvernor General ; and inftead of 
the pompous opening with which it at prefent commences, it would have been 
much more agreeable to truth to begin, like other official informations—" By 
© order of the Governor General.” 


E This 
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ng a number of aiticles and the amount of Wuties 


i entioni sie : 
ats aly ee gular, viz. “ ‘hat cithe of 


sud upon them, contains a claule moft fi 
" ie Eee partes may impofe what duucs they think peepee peed 
“ coming through or being the piuduce of thetr refpective aeons ne 
© on cotton coming from the Decan.”’—Fiom this it ieems to be : the 
of either parry to put a ftop to any particular branch of trade, ut ‘ ine! 
throws the whole power into the hands of the Governor Generai, 46 he He 
only occafion to requeft the Nabob to lay a heavy tax upon any article i . 
to prevent being imported into the Company’s dominions. Such has been the 
cafe with indigo, which, although an article that not only employs a great ie 
ber of people in the cultivation and mannfatture of if, but allo tends confide- 
rably to inereafe cultivation, and of courfe the 1: venues of the country have re- 
ceived fo great a check by the heavy dunes levied upon it, amounung to feven 
rupees twelve annas per maund, that it muft gradually fall off. Sugat, an ar- 
ucle now tn great demand, and that nught become equally beneficial to cul- 
uvation and the revenues of the country, is fhackled with a duty of ten per 
cent. Opium, falt-petre, cloths, and in fhort every article which the country 
produces for exportation (and they confill of a great variety) 1s burthened 
with a heavy ao vexatioug, tax: but an article fll more fingular, excludes 
Rohilcund entirely from the treaty, or any benefit that could be derived from 
it: what is to be inferred from this exclufion? Either that the Nabob’s title to 
this country is doubrful, or that the partics agree to fet it apart for wanton rapa- 
city, and from the conduct obferved towards it, one would be inchned to be- 
heve the latter; a duty of wear thirty per cent is laid on indigo, fuga, and other 
articles produced in it for exportation, which being equivalent to a prohibition, 
will totally flop the culuvation of thefe articles. Broad cloths, and the pro- 
duétions of Bengal, for which there is an extenfive demand in Rohilcund and 
the adjoining countries, are excluded by enormous and arbitrary duties. 


Yet even the complimentary form of the order being 1fued in the Nabob’s 
name, has not always been attended to, but an article coming through his couns 
try, and affording a large revenue, which till promifed ro increalc, viz. falt, 
has been peremprorily ordered to be confifcated, if imported into the Com- 
pany’s dominions, as the order ftates that it 1s found to be deftruétive of the 
profits the Company have long enjoyed from the movopoly of that artucle. 


Tn the treaty it is agreed upon that all articles not mentioned (under which 
head comes fait) thali pay an INQport duty of five percent. Suicly this implies 
a toleration of fuch articles: Could this act be delended in 4 court of juftice 
after fuch an agreement? Would not damages bc given on fuch a confifcation 2 


But let us pafs over a fubject fo little worthy attention as the dignief of the 
Nabob is: let us confider the effect this prohibition has on the poor induftrious 
inhabitants of the Company’s provinces, who bear without repining an enor- 
mous profit extortcd trom them on an article, one of the principal neceflaries 


of life ; who Sacrifice life itfelf in the producing that article, and for what one 
pole ? 
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pofe Ts it to enrich the country ? To open canals? To make roads ? To en- 
dow hofpitals for the selief of the fick ? To afford fuftenance for the poor? 
Nod it 1 to enrich a body of people who unhappily prefer the narrow chica- 
nery of a counting-houfe, to the noble and benignant principles of legifation. 
Such was the mmmenfe fuperiority of the fale alluded to, that ina year remark. 
able for the quanniy manufa€lured in the Company’s domimons, afier the ex- 
pentes of lind cartiage for 200 coffe,t after its charges, amounting to upwards 
of 300 per cent. on the prime colt, being defrayed, yet was it preferred both in 
price and quality to that provided by the Company. O wretched people ! 
where your rulers are monopohizers, and let you pettth or give up your pro- 
perty rather than abate their inhuman profits. 


And yet does tis inhuman meafure deprive them of a greater profit than 
they gain. A learned writer (D1. Adam Smith) obferves, that a tax upon the 
neceflain's of fe acts ta the fame manner as a tax on the wages of labour, and 
muft ultimately in the fame maaner fall upon the confumer. In the Company's 
dominions, therefore, as they are the principal and almoft only confumers of 
the labour of the inhabitants, th's tax mut revert upon them. This falt has 
principally been confurned in Bahar: will not being obliged to pay higher for 
1¢ than ufual aitect the pice of opium, and thus injure the profits trom another 
monopoly and every other commercial production ? 


With refpeat to indigo, nothing can be more extraordinary than the man- 
ner in which it 1s managed, “Phe Company recommend every encouragement 
being given to its cultivation, yet will not fufler an European to hold a farm 
in their domimons. If he goes to the Nabob’s, there is a duty of thirteen per 
cent. impofed, although it 1s well known tt muft come through the Company’s 
dominions. {n each ot thefe caies the N:bob’s revenue fuffers; on the falt he 
gets a duty of four annas per maund, and, as has been obferved, the indigo trade 
has been a moft beneficial ane to his country, and would be (till more fo were 
it not for the heavy dunes. How much more noble would it be, inftead of 
enriching one country at the expenfe of another, to endeavour to enrich both, 
abulhifh taxes at once on all merchandile, throw the trade completely open be- 
tween the two countries, and allow indultry a free exertion of her powers, 
The benefits which the Vizier’s dominions would derive from it are too evidence 
to need being infitted on, The tncreafe of the revenue caufed by the increafe 
of the trade would make up tenfold for the lofs fultained by the abolition of 
the duties.* ‘Phe advantages to the Company.are many, and folid, and with 
the increafe of trade and cultivation in the Vizier's country, the confumption of 
European articles, and articles produced in Bengal, would increafe. 


® The grafs amount of the duties is commonly about two lacks of rupees per annum; the neat 
fum paid into the treafury rarely amounts to one-half lack of i A trifing fum com- 
to the advantages os free trade, and pot more than*the Nabob has beeu known to give 


a monkey or a toy!!! 
+ About 350 Britita mites 
2 The 
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The broad cloth, the copper, brafs, lead, tin, fire-arms, cutlery, aldby, &c. 
of Great Britain, the muflins, the wrought and unwrought filks, the beetle- 
nur, &c. of the Compary’s provinces, befides fpices and various other ar- 
tcles, would find ample marts us the V ziet’s domimions; and, paffing with 
facility, woul! foon open new channels of trade with the na 101s tc the weit of 
them, and mike their wav to the ba sks of the Indus, and even to Cabu. and 
Candahar. With retpect to the foul of thus country, and how far it is capable 
by its fertility to increale the various are cles of cumunerce which 1 produces, 
the (rongctt p oof that can be given of its excellence in this point, ts, that un- 
der the burthentome taxes an | various impediments thrown in the way of trade, 
{till has there becn exported from it confiderable quantities of indigo, lugar, 
falt petie, and other aiticles of lace yeas. 


The fertility of Rolulcund and the countries on both banks of the Gogra 
are proveibal, the Doub and other parts of the Vigier’s dominions are litle 
infenor co them in foil or produce. In the Doab che indigo as found wild in 
many places, which gives reafon to fuppote that cie fu oiutt be more conge- 
nial to the produétion of that plant, than any other country we know.* — The 
fupar cane thr ves remarkably in every part of the country, but in Rehilcund 
is peculiwly fuxustant and produdtive. Gran ct very deaouaiation is pros 
duced in great abundance inevesry part wath Ltrle labou.. In fort, no country 
appears to have been more liberally gifted by nsture chan chis 1s, or better 
adopnd for commerce and cu'ttvaton, Lhe Ganzes, the Goonty, and the 
Gogra, keeping nearly parallel cou fes, fertilize the foil, aud affuid an eafy and 
ready communication by wate , be fide vanteus other finaller rivers, which iffue 
from the hills and fall into the Gogra and Ganges, and fac.heate the internal 
intercourle, 


To conclude, there is only a free trade and a juft government required to 
make this as profperous gad happy a country as any on earth, and that 1 may 
foon enjoy thefe bleffings, is the ardent with of, 


Sir, 
Your devoted Servant, 
CIVIS. 


* Tho wild Indigo plant of the Doab indi i ity, 
mon ras 0 produces more indigo, and of a fuperior quality, than 


To 
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Jo Sir Joun Snore, Bart. 


Oxde, Augufi 1, 1793. 
Sir, 


ie my laft letter 1 ventured to fugget fome meafures which would alleviate 
the miferies and evils with which this country is affli@ed, and which I con- 
ceive could be effected by the government of Bengal, of its own authority, with- 
out rifk or much difficulty. Having fince given the fubjeét a more general 
degree of confideration, it may be ed before I quit it, that ] fhould give 
fome idea of a more radical cure for the diforders which have been expofed to 
view; however unqualified I may be for the tafk, the expectation hall not be 
difappointed, and I thall deliver my fentiments on a cotal reform of the fyftem 
of government in this country, with the fame freedom and candour I have hi- 
therto done. The diforders that require to be remedied, originating in funda- 
mental defects in the principles of government, to remuve them we mult begin 
at the foundation of the edifice, and re-build ic a-new, making ufe only of fuch 
materials as are found, rejecting the rocten and defective parts, ac the fame time 
preferving, as far as circumftances will admit, the outward appearance of the 
ancient ftru@ture. I fhall make fome preliminary obfervations and reflec- 
tions on the nature of the Nabob’s, and his predeceffor’s, connections with the 
Company, and conclude with a fketch of the plan and the advantages ariling 
out.of it, ; 


The motives for reftoring Oude and its dependencies to Sujah Dowlah,. upon 
their becoming by conquelt the property of the Company, were, it is to be 
fuppofed, an apprchenfion of the territorial acquifitions being too extenfive for 
the means either of external defence: or internal arrangement. ‘Fhe newly- 
affumed government of Bengal would alfo, ic might be thought, require the 
united exertions of both the civil and military fervants, and the proper arrange- 
ment and defence of that country alone afford them fufficient employment. Sy 
fo generous an ad, it might alfo be fuppofed that Sujah Dowlah’s friendthip 
would be fecured to the Company, and a trade opened with the country, then 
in a flourithing flate, and promifing by his abilitigs to become of fill greater 
importance , while by the clauf limiung his means of defence, it nmuft at all 
ames remain at their mercy. 


On che lemife ef Sujah Dowlah, a majority of the Supreme Board were of 
opinion, “ that the fpecific conditions of our foriner alhanee expired with him; 
«and that although we owe friendthip to the préfent Nabob, as heir to his 
«* fathet, we are not bound to any fpecial ferviees to him.” Cenformabie to. 
the printiples of the Muffulma} government, this opinion is ftri€tly juft and 
well-founded, and the Com Were #8 oe intitled to the aubeen) of 

ude, 
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Oude, as they were on a former occafion to the Dewanee of Bengal, &c. and 
might have eftabthed this tight with the concurrence of the Mogul, gt as 
cheap a rate as the Nabob obtained ahe uitle and appointment of Vizier, (viz. 
ten lacks of rupees, and fix battalions of fepoys, ftationed wich the Huzaor,* 
under the command of Letafsat Ally Khan.) In fo doit they would have 
ated with more juftice, and certainly with more humanity, than they have done 
in the line of condud fince purlucd. Tbey would have faved the remains of the 
itluttrious houfe of Timor from the rai and miferies which have fince fallen on 
if and extended peace and profperity Ga fume millans af the humga race. 
he above opinion, however, was oppoled by a party af the Supreme 
Board, who foon fucceeding to power by the deme af fame of their oppo. 
nenss, aod the apinias which tey had adapted being appiaved of by the 
Company, the hae of condua obferved towards Sujah Dowlah, was obftinarely 
saab ia with the fon, without ever examining bis claims, or reficOing 
pw d@iilar his character and his father’s were. He wiheriting neigher the 
andertanding por absliies of fis predoceffar, and being addicted fram hy 
youth to fome of the moft deteitabie vices, which have i.ft him without pro- 
gray, was held in fo great difefleem, that he could not have maintained, po 
von uf che gountry a day without the aid and pratection of ihe Company ; as 
the affilination of his prime minster, Mukhtiar Uddowlah, and of Khujah 
Buffent, with the convulfions that wok place on his aceeffion, clearly evince. 
His imbecilicy, and thele acts of viglence, furnifhed the Company with a pre- 
tence for obtaining thole advantages which they might have taken ie the owa 
aight. By the fubfidy they receive for the payment of troops to defend his do- 
Qualons, they are enabled to keep up a very refpectable force, and hawe 9 
faving to defray the expenfes of their foreign wars. By this force they com. 
mand the country, while furrounding nations admure their forbearance; and to 
continue the furce, they form vanous alliances with him, as it Guts their conye- 
nignce, or as their inceret may require, By the laft of thefe, which is cervned a 
commercial uvaty, he is made nearly wo dritroy the culivation of fome of 
the molt produdtive articles of the country, by the heavinels of the taxes 
un 


vy > oes apeniy and boldly take that country to which ( juft a claim 
can be thade? (the having conquered it and being obliged to provide for its 
defence.) Why delay to apply thele fums to the ule of the country, and their 
own defence, which are om Jauandeed on ulelels pageantry? Is ic in compel 
fion to @ man equally for the vilened of his privase character, and. she 
inability of his public, they remain deaf to the cries of uafartunate millions, 
condemned to fuffer from the vapacity of avaricious villains, whofe onjy anxiety 
is to enrich themfelves? The plea of character eftablithed ar Api 
bouring nations of, generolity, is merely ideal. In the politics.sof jariens, 
folid wifdom scrafts sdeniraion, and the keeping up nanmm wuhle-she 
power remains in their hands, sis too fimfy a veil nov go. be fetn thesia: 


* ‘The prefeace, Le. with thedlizier. , Cie 
ng 
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Giving the country to Sujah Dowlah, under whofe wife adminiftration the 
natives ptofpered and were happy, was a noble aét, but continuing to fet his 
fucerffor hold it, without ever confidering his abilities for fuch an office, is a 
difgrace to wifdom, a difgtace to humanity ; it is forging the fetters with which 
he ffes that portion of mankind committed to his care. Let us view again 
the ftate of this countiy. The Nabob immerfed in luxury, given up to the matt 
defpicable vices, and detefted by his fubjedts—the revenue gradually falling 
off-«the country farmed out to eunuchs and to flaves—-population rapidly dimi- 
seri ais jot reward of induftry torn away by rapacious Aumils, who are 
alike ers to juftice and thet noble paffion a love to their cayntry—property 
and tie iaelt depending on the nod of a capricious tyrant and his minions.* 
Yet this vile charaéter and this vile fyftem is fupparted by the Company. 
From their armies he derives his ftrength, he enjoys thts country; from their 
aGittange he colledts big revenues, which he could nor do by his diforderly 
traops, were it nat for the fear of his orders being enforced by owr’s, By taking 
the cauntry from fuch a difgrace to mankind, they would reftare happinels to 
millions, Trade, cultivation, arts, every thing that is defirable to a natian, 
would increafe, induftry would exert itfelf, being {ure to enjoy the fruirs of its 
Jabours. The revenue, ioflead of being {quandered on pernicious extrava- 

ance, would ferve ro prarect the country from outward enempes, and the fubjects 

om private plunderers. Trade would furnith a new refource of treafure 
to our country, and juftice would exult in healing the wounds inflicted by 
defpotifm. 


And who would be the fufferer? The Nabob. I deny it; ae would be 
left to fupply him in all his reafonable defires ; enough even to live in great 
leaury, and give aaiple penfions to alt his relations and dependents ; i it 
ean cally be demonfirated that lie receipts would be infinitely greater, and more 
reguiles thant they are-at prefent, it is erve, that his power of duing wrong 
would be circumfcribed, but his pawer of doing good would be enlarged, In 
the plan I agt going to propofe, he is treated wich more delicacy, perhaps, than 
his chara@ter deferves ; but having been raifed to the Geuation in which he is 
placed by the Company, fome confideration is due to the ftation. He ia fa& 
only chanjges.a fot of ignorant, incapable fervants, for men who are well in- 
formed. anid able, and who-are edtusted by the true principles of ipftice: and 
40 make the reform fill mare palatable and senobjeétionable to him,’ the fear of 
the new government might be fixed at fome ceatral {pot.on the banks of the 


©" Sesrad af a Letter Sriflons, Refident axtbe Caurt of the Pinter, to the Co 
v sad ne ate ag he EBtawa, 34th pits 776. . 


no in thiscowatry, bre the execution of juitice refts with the Aumil 








“There i generally « Catwal in ench town, or ditty: village of confequence; be i 
dicaze t . ab Laenforry toy, tothe execution.pf julie is barely 
lest 5 des . +4 ng Pe peer Oude in 24 part of Appendix 

t Ganges, 
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Ganges, fuch as Mindie Gaut, or Kanoge, leaving Lucknow for the undiffagbed 
refidence of his family and dependants. 


In this and the aforegoing papers, I truft I have made evident to évery 
difpaffionate mind the ncceffity and propriety of the Gompany’s adopting fome 
plan fimilar to what follows : 


Outlines of a Plan for eftablifhing Courts of Fuftice in the Dominions of Ondtvi-- 
For regulating the Colleflions of the Revenue, and introducing the Mukarreree 
Sjflem.---For opening the Trade with Bengal, and abolifhing Impofts aud Duties, 
---And for difbanding all irregular Troops, and raifing regular Corps of Horfe and 
Foot for the Defence of the Contes: and, if neceffary, to enforce the Collestion of 
the Revenue, 


aft.—That a member of the Supreme Board, or any fenior civil fervant, be 
nominated refident at Lucknow, to at as firft minifter to the Vizier, but 
amenable to the Supreme Board, &c. 


od.—That four fenior civil fervants be appointed to Lucknow, to form a 
board of revenue and trade, at which the refident fhatl prefide, 


3d.—That the country be divided into diftriéts, as in Bahar and Bengal, 
and Company's civil fervants appointed to each, to collec or receive the re- 
aa under the fame rules and regulations as in the Company’s provinces, 
c. &e. 


_4th.—That Adawlets, or courts of juftice, be eftablifhed in each city and 
diftria, with a judge and regofter, who fhall be Company’s fervants, under 
the fame rules and regulations as they are in the Company’s provinces, &c. 

the~That the neceflary offices under Company's fervants b: bli 
Fach ag treafurer, paymafter, Bcc. ae a 

6th,---That all impofts and duties be entirely abolifhed ; and that all goed 
the produce of Great Britain, or the Com ai pravinces; be imported ina 
the dominfons of Oude, 8c. and caiied into any part of them, (or the 
countries weft of them) and fold duty free without let or moleftation: and 


that, on the other hand, all articles, the gaps of the Vizier’s domini 
imported into the Company's provinces uty free, Bee. Se aca 


7th.—-That the whole of th8 Nabob’s troops be difbanded, and tht 
brigades of cavalry, (each fix regiments of i08) (trong) and two brigade ot 
infantry, (of the prefent ftrength) be raifed, to defend and protect the .cowoery 3 
thefe to be on the fame footing, in all refpedts, as the Company's other erdaps 
ODE 


now in his dominions. 


Sth. 
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Sth.---That the furplus of the revenue, after paying the above civil and 
military eftablifhments, and the other expenfes of the government, all of 
which fhall be regulated on (tri@ principles of ceconomy, be paid to the Nabob 
for his expenfes, and co deftay {uch penfions as he may chule to confer on his 
relations and dependents, 


Various other explanatory articles might be added, but this is fufficient to 
give the idea of a plan which would completely remove the diforders of this 


The reveroe of the country may be eftimated at about two crore of rupees 
‘per annum, though this year they will, probably, fall confiderably thore af 
that fum ; byt under a government fuch as has been defcribed, no doubs can 
be ‘entertained but that they may, in the courfe of ten years, or lefs, be gra- 
dually increafed to’ three crore and upward. At the expiration of ten years 
the Mukurreree ‘fyftem might be eftablifhed, as by that time an equitable af- 
ferent could be afcertained. The increafe of regular infantry, and the 
corps-of cavalry, (the want of which has been fo feverely felt) would make 
the Company's forces fo truly refpectable, as to infure them the arbitration of 
Hindoftan, and be the beft fecurtty of a ‘continuance of peace. The faving 
which would be made by the difmiffion of the Mutavenna and ather irregular 
troops, when added ro the fubfidy, would be amply fufficienc to pay this force 
and defray the expenfes of the civil government, the Nabob would confe- 
quently be in recerpe of as large a fum as at prefent, with every probability of 
a confiderable annual increafe to it until the Mukurreree fyftem was eftablished,. 
by which time ic would be nearly doubled. 


From what has been faid, the advantages to the Company, to the Nabob, 
and to fome millions of induftrious inhabitants, muft appear fo evident, as to 
make’ it unneceflary to expatiate upon the fubjoct farther; I fhall therefore 
conclude, having dilcharged whac I thought duc to humanity, in bringing to 
public view the hardthips and oppreffions under which a harmlefs and induf- 
trignspeople groan, and in the hope that my feeble efforts may not prove en- 
tirely abortive. 


‘[ remain with due refpect, 
Sie,. 
Your devoted fervant, 
CIVIS. 
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Yo Sw Joun Snorer, Bart. 


Oude, Sept. 9, 1795 
Sin, 
AVING treated of the civil government of Oude, I fhall now torifider 
the Vizier’s dominions in a military point of view, and as the ‘barrier to 
the Company's provinces, which they have very juftly been denominated, 


It is a fa& not more extraordinary than true, that the dominions ifthe 
Company end che Vizier ar. fo fituated, that the force requifice for ther 
when united, would, were they feparated, be barely adequate to the defence of 
either ; for were a nation hoftile to the Company in polféffion of the Vizier's 
dominions, the Company would find their prefent force infufficient (without 
a body of cavalry) to defend their weftein frontier; while, on the other hand, 
fuch nation having an extenfiv, fioutier to the fauth and weft, as well as to the 
eaft, would find it neceflary alfo to keep up a very formidable army of foo: and 
horfe, but particularly the latcer, to oppofe the fudden incurhons of the fou- 
thera and weflern neighbours, whofe forces principally confilt of cavalry. 


That thefe matters have not pafied without the knowledge of the Company, 
areference co their correfpondence regarding the country (Oude) will thew, 
and particularly the utility and neceffity of cavalry. The Court of Di ‘ 
- their letter to the Governor General and Council, of the 15th of Decem- 

tT 1775s 


Say--Par, 20th. “ And as a body of horfe would not only be of 
** great ufe in time of ation, bur alfo of Stgaiie 
“ fervice in preventing the incurfions of Indian ene- 
** mics, who frequently ravage the country with ca- 
 valry, and retire before infantry cad tore up 
«© with them, we fhould deem it ap*efential fervice 
“ rendered the Company, if you would prevail on 
* the Nabob of Oude to keep up a body of hase to 
“ be dilciplined and o@icered by Europeans under 
s€ ®ur Command.” 


‘With ideas fo very juft pn che fubject as the Company poffelfed st fuch “an 
early period, it mut appear eutrachinacy that {o great a ipace of time hhould 
have been fuffered to ¢ pe Without fome effedtual effort to eftablith a torps of 
cavalry on a permanent bafis, and it can only he accounted for by tie general 
attenuon of the Company and the nation t, being entirely engroffed 

AY 
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by the troubles and dangers in the Dekan, which at one time feem to threaten 
tht, lofs of the poffeffions in that quarter ; but thele dangers being now happily 
diffipated, may we not hope that thole to which thei poffeffions are expofed on 
this fide of India will obtain a due degree of confideration. 


To form a juft idea of them, it will be neceffary to confider, 1ft. the ex- 
tent of frontier, the natural barriers which it prefents to eventual enemies, and 
the nuayber and nature of the troops provided for its defence; and next the 
policy and difpofitions of the neighbouring nations, their troops, and the pro- 
grefs they have made in the military are. 


The Vizier’s dominions having the Company's provinces to the eaft, and the 
Tibet mountains to the north, (which form an impenetrable barrier) are only 
expofed co invafion from the fouth and weft: this boundary extends from Tila- 
habad to Hardowar, a {pace of about 500 miles; from Illahabad to Eryah, 240 
miles, the Jamna forms a feeble bairier, for being in many places fordable 
during the dry feafon, and in all parts narrow, cavalry would find little diffi- 
culty in croffing. it, plundering the country, deftroying the harveft, and re- 
croffing, without infantry having it in their power to moleft them: but the 
Juonna, frony Etyab upward, being in all parts fordable for the greateft part of 
the year, if cavalry that jad crofied lower down found themfeives preffed by 
infantry, they could always make their way upward, crofs the g umna, and be 
in pe fecurity. From the Jumna, near Etyah, to the Ganges at Ram- 
gaut, 140 miles, the boundary takes an oblique direétion acrofs the Dooab; 
this fpace is entirely open and defencelefs. From Ramgaut to Hurdowar, 140 
miles, the Ganges forms the boundary; (except the diftrict of Anoopfheher, 
which lies 10 the weft of the .river) but being in all parts fordable for cavalry, 
from Novemiber to July, it muft be confidered more an ideal than a real bar- 
rier. For the defence of this weak and extended line, two brigades of infan- 
try are ftationed on the banks of the Ganges, cighty miles diftant from each 
other, and fixty miles from the neareft of the frontier ; from one of thefe 
brigades a detachment of two or three battalions is annually made to Anoop- 

ex during the dry feafon, to protect Rohilcund from the incurfions of the 
Seicks. A few wretched cavalry, which the Vizier maintains in Robilcund, 
ard pot deferving of notice as defenfive troops, and the number of the Com- ~ 
pany’ ard trifding, that in the event of an invafion they could never ack 


f their’ » From this view of the frontier, it muft appear 
evident aven to the curfory obferver, oe prefent sce of sana 
are totally inadequate ; it wil appear in a {till ftronger point of view when 
the policy of our fouthern and seighbours is confidered, the ftate of 


shear » and the progres which they have made in the art of war. 


Alf-the soyerr pris a + — siege Anise Fe 
“Cet-pofiefiion of’ a warlike Ww we for 
“ebtien diturbod ts pole * Flindoftas. Hiltoty informs us chat congue 
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has been invariably thei: objet ; that they feduloufly watch every oppaitanity 
of extending their dominion, is notorious to this day; ahd were it nor dy’ the 
troops of Europe, they would in all probabriiry, ere, this, have fabdiied seve 

country on this fide the Indus. That they have dormant'claims on the Fisier’s- 
country, and on the Company's provinces, which they revive.as ocdafions offer, 
the demands made through Major Brown (when ambaffador at che court af the 


unfortunate Shah Allum) proves to conviction. 


Since the peace of 1782, the extenfion of their empire, on this: Gide-of India 
is truly alarming. Mahajee Scindia has conquered the country of Galan Kader 
Khan, (fon to Z bets Khan) poffeffed himfelf of all the countries dependent 

on Delhy and Agra, and fubjected the Rajepoot Rajahs of Gein Ghur.Joud- 
pore, &c. Ally Bahauder, another Mahrattah chief, has fubjugated:. the 
countries of Bundel Cund and Bughil Cund: thefe acquifitions have given the 
Mahrattah empire complete pofieffion of every country from. Mirzapord .m the 
Commow hills at Hurdowar. The former of thefe chiefs is a decp, , defigning 
politician, whofe views are not eafily penetrated : the latter is Iefsireferved, :ha- 
ving been frequently heard to declare, that with ten thoufand hoxfe: he;could 
with eafe plunder the Dooab. The efforts our infantry could make ta: prevent 
it he ridicules. Fortunately for this country thefe chicts have been. at variance ; 
to that circumftance it is, perhaps, more indebted for the peace which, i¢-.en- 
joys, than to any dread the Mahratrahs have of our power. The former.and 
the late war have difclofed to them the fecret wherein their advantaffe ies over 
us. They have feen our unwieldy armies of infantry and artillery (uncon- 
erable but by famine) unable to move without the affiftance of cavalry; and 
they well know, that though they cannot face us in the field, they can, by cut- 
ting off our convoys and intercepting our fupplies, compel us at all timmes,to 
retire: but though the Mahrattah forces have hitherto confifted of cavalry, 
and that they are perfeétly fenfible of the advantages they derive therefrom over 
our infantry, yet haye they not been inattentive to.the additional ad wot 
difciplined artillery and infantry, as many of the chiefs* have thewn, by, takeg 
into their fervice Berapeans for the purpofe of forming and difciptining vegyier 
corps ; among thefe Mahajee Scindia ftands firtt as having inade the greateft 
progrefs. The army which he has formed under the direction of M. de Boigne, 
‘to whom hr has given the rank of genetal, cinfitts of regular infgniry divide 
into brigades and battalions under the command'of + French officers of «aie. 
rience and abilities. A corps, of’ regolar arollery, at the: bead of witettdl s 
German officer of abilities, formerly “in ‘the Company's fervice om thetudit. 
A corps of regular cavalry (which #s bi only amGunts to abuut yooutheh) 
commanded by a French officel; and the whole ix in all refpodts: insted, 
clothed, and difciplined like European troops :-—neither attention tla. 


* ‘Thy Bow: Hurry Punt. Mahsiee Scindie. “Tekoo Jéd Hulken; and Aily’ Behuiided: Veribae: 
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has been {pared by Scindia in the formation of thefe Corps; every European 
who has a pretenfion to the rank of gentleman, is admitted into his fervice as 
ap officer, and promoted according to his merit and abilities, This encourape- 
ment has drawn to‘his fervice numerous adventurers from Great Britain, the 
continent of E , and America, whereby he has been able to give a tole- 
table proportion of European officers to each corps—he encourages mechanics 
from the Vizier’s dominions, and even affifts perfonally in cafting cannon and 
making fire arms: fince he has been in the Dekan, he has purchafed ac Goa 
and different places on the Malabar coaft, brafs ordnance and mufketry, and 
keeps agents there folely for that purpole thefe arms he fends as occafivn offers 
to his regular croops: he has likewife entertained Europeans, fufficient with 
what he had before, to form a corps of about three hundred ftrong. Five yeais 
are now elapfed fince he commenced the formation of his regular troops, and 
in that time they have been paid with the ucmoft punctuality, He well knows, 
that to 2 firmilar conduct the Company are indebted in a great meafure for the 
ateachment and fidelity of their fepoys, and fo well convinced is he of the ne- 
ceffity of the meafure, that he has, fince being detained in the Dekan, given 
M. de Boigne affignments on the revenues of all the countries eaft of the 
Jumna, and fame diftri&s between Mutra and Delhi, for their payment; thefe 
countries being in the moft fettled ftate, and the revenue moft produdtive. 


The regular corps form but an inconfiderable part of his army, as will ap- 
peat by the annexed ftaterrient, as ic ftood the sft of January, 1793; fince that 
period the regulars have been increafing gradually ; and, with the increate and 
improvement of the European officers, bid fair to arrive foon at a confiderable 
degree of perfeCtion in their difcipline. Supported by fo confiderable a body 
of irreguiar cavalry, they are already truly formidable, and how much more 
fo they may become it is not difficult to forefee, nor can thofe who have the 
profperity of the Company's poffeffions at heart reflect on it with indiffrence 
it muft create in every cy eae a degree of folicitude ard concern, pat- 
ticularly when the defencelefs ftare of the Vizier’s frontier 1s confidered, and 
the apathy and fupinenefs, with which not only the Vizier, but the Bengal Go- 
vernment, view the progrefs their neighbours are making in dilvipline, and war- 


like preparations. 


The Scicks, though not immediately bordering on the Vizier’s country, 
nyt be confidered in the general view as eventual enemies, having almaft aniau- 
ally atsempted depredations on Rohilcund. The diligence with which they {ized 
the“apportunity ‘offtred by the withdrawing the Futryghur detachment, in 1985, 
of entering Rohilcund, and plundering Chundowfey and jeveral trading towns 
of note, as well as the attempts they made in December 1790, when they 
und a confiderable number of our troops had been withdrawn from 
the Vigier’s country, on account of the war in the Dckan, clearly demonttrate 
their potion, and the cagerhefs with which aie watch opportunities to 
epriey themiclyes by, plunder. baat: tribes, inhabiting a more ae 

ciundte, 
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climate, are more robuft and better able co bear hardfhips than the foushern 
inhabitants of Hindoftan, their country alfo produces a better race of horfes 
fo that, as irrepulir cavairy, they are more formidable: they have as yet made 
no improvements in difcipline, but the natural advantages they poffefs, in 
fome degree, compenfate for the wane of it, and with the avidity they have 
for depredation, make them very dangerous neighbours, in the event of a 
war with the Mahrartas. The defire of plunder brings down innumerable hordes. 
on Rohilcund and the upper parts of Dooab, which our prefent. forces are not 
calculated to repel. 


From what has been faid it is evident,, that infantry, unfupported by a re~ 
fpeGtable body of cavalry, is totally inadequate to the defence of fo extended 
a frontier as the Nabob Vizier’s dominions prefent to the Mahrattas and 
Seicks. It mutt likewife be obvious, that the means of defence, in found 

licy, ought to keep pace with the unprovements in difeipkine, and che war- 
Vike prepatations of our neighbours, and that the prefent improved ftate of 
their troops points out, in the motl forcible manner, the urgent neceffity for 
not only a jarge and formidable body of cavalry, but for a very confiderable 
increafe of infantry. : 


The experience of every war we have had in India, but particularly the wo. 
laft, has fhewn, that our exiftence as 2 power in this country, in a great mea- 
fure, depends on them; every one knows how inefietual che gallanc efforts af: 
Sir Eyre Coote and his army were rendered, by the want of cavalry, during: 
the former war, and that the detachment under Colonel Camac was haraffed 
and compelled to retreat, though victorious, by the Mahiatca Pindarees.* In 
every fituation, when our troops have ated without cavalry, the tame confe- 
quences have invariably enfued ;. had there not been a body of cavalry in the 
late war, the rroveinents of the army mult have been as much cramped as it 
was under Sir Eyre Coote, and the war might have terminated as inglorioufly.. 
The eminent icivices which they rendered, (though a {imall body) are on recard. 
from the fill authority; the lame high authouty records the inefficient fer- 
vices of thule of the Mahrattas and Nizam in our pay, and fhews the de-. 
pendence which is to be placed on fuch as we can hire fioin Native powers ; 
in then own caule they are forward and active, in our’s,. chey will ever be 
found backward and Muggtth; conkl the moncy which was paid for their af; 
fiftance have been employed in eftublifhing a body of cavalry, either in the 
Vizier’s or the Company's dominions, at a proper tcafon, a fafficient reinforce- 
ment might have joined the aany, on the coatt, at an early pertod of the war, 


and by bringing to a tpreds tqg:mination, perhaps, haxe faved fome millions 
to the flate, and the hives uf many valuable uby dts, 


* A banditti that attend atl Indlan armies merely for the fake of vat their own! le 
and ritk, B ges up all ftraggters, and often cutting off *froall Lemus of weviionl * On, 
the coait of Corommadel they are commably called Looties, shat is, phinderers. 
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The feafon for eftablifbing a corps of cavalry is again arrived, and if again 
aeglefted, may nat only involye the fafety of the Vizier’s domunions, but en- 
danger the Company's poffeflions in India, That fuch eftablifhment may be 
permanent, it mull be formed on the ftriGeft principles of ceconomy ; to form 
it on fuch principles, the firft and moh material ep neceffary to be taken, is 
to introduce a breed of horfes into your own provinces fufficient to maintain 
the number of cavalry required ; and the period of profound peace is {urely the 
moft proper feafon Jor che adoption of fuch a meafure. 


In the event of a war with the Mahrattas, and the union of their power on 
this fide of India under one chief, (which is certainly not impoffible) the 
moft ferious confequences might be 7 ola ala poffeffed (as Ihave fhewn 
they are) of all the frontier countries from Muzapore to the Commow Hills, 
and their territories extending from Suhind (north Jat. 31°) to the Gulph of 
Cambay, they have ie in their power to prevent a fingle hoife from coming 
into the Vizier’s dominions, and, as hitherto thefe countries and the northern 
horfe-merchants have fupplied what were wanted, ¢ither for cavalry or private 
purpofes, it would be found impracticable, if this fource was flopped, dither 
to hire oc raife a corps: this circumftance alone fhews the obvious neceffity of 
not only forming a corps of cavalry, but of an immediate attempt to intto- 
duce the breeding of horfes generally throughout the Vizier’s country, and the 
Company's provinces. That it is practicable, every man of information on 
the fubjeét, and that is acquainted with the climate and foil, will vouch; and 
that it will be of great advantage to the country, by retaining confiderable fums 
of money which are annually fent abroad for the purchafe of horfes, is per- 
fietly manifett. 


The policy and expedieney of thefe menfures have, I truft, been made fo 
evident, as to require the aid of no farther argument ; and | now proceed to 
demonftrate, that the carrying, into immediate effe€l the feventh article of the 
plan, (in my laft letter) for fhe regulation of the government of Oude, would, 
inftead of being any additional expenfe, be a faving to the Vizier of near forty * 
lacks of rupees per annum ; be of iafinite benefit to the country, by retainin 
in circulation near eighteen lacks of rupees, the balance of the fubfidy which 
is annually drawn from it, and place the Company’s army on ¢ footing of re- 
fpeclability that muft infure permanence to the peace of Hindofan. 


The annual expente (as has been fhewn) of the Nabob Vizier’s Lucknow Ropers. 





Mutayenna tronps is . - 7 $,Q0,000 
The fubfidy paid wo the Company, for sheir troops is - §0,00,009 
Total, ope crore and twenty-five Jacks _ 1,25,00,000 


“ 





The totft expenfe of all che Company's troop? now in the 
Vizief’s dominions, including cavalry, artillery, European 
ative infantry, ftall, flores, cattle, buildings, &c. &c. 

agvéunt snaually to about Carried over 32,00,000 


Ths 
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Lucknow Rupees, 

_ Brought over 3%,00,000 

The expenfe of a fepoy brigade in the field is, per month, 
about 70,000 rupees, including the ftaff, &c. f that che ewo 
additional fepoy ‘brigades recommended to be raifed may be 








eftimated at feventeen lacks per annum - 27,00 ,000 
The expenfe of a regiment of cavalry of 500 men, onthe 
prefent fyftem, will be, per month, under 20,000 rupees, 
(including feeding and all contingencies); {mx regiments, 
or one brigade, including ftaff, may be eftimated at one 
lack and 30,000 rupees per month ; and two brigades of 
cavalry, recommended to be raifed, may be eftimated ac 
per annum - - - - 31,900,000 
Sicca rupees 80,00,000 
To this increafe of cavalry and infantry it will be neceffary to 
add fome artillery, fuppofe what is at prefent in the Held 
increafed to a complete battalion, {in room of which a 
fourth might be formed in Bengal) an allowance of five 
lacks per annum may be made for the increafe of expenfe 
and all contingencies in this department - - §,00,000 
Sicca rupees 85,00,000 
Total expenfe of twelve regiments of cavalry, one battalion of 
artillery, one regiment of European infantry, twenty-four 
battalions of fepoys, ‘ftaff, &c. in the field, eighty-five lacks 
of Lucknow rupees per annum. 
There will remain a faving of forty lacks - . 40,000,000 
Sicca rupees 1,25,00,000 





On the above ftatement it is only neceffary to obferve, that the eftimate will 
re sean to a the — aero (as e be nao ie with exactnefs 

y applying to the proper offices) ah t the heavy e ¢ of raifing a body 
of reat cavalry me singe by proceeding int adually, adie three 
or four regiments annually as’ horfes can be procured: the demand will increafe 
the influx from the north-weft, and facilitate the acquifition of blood mares 
proper for eftablithing ftads in the provinces of the and the Visier. 
The expenfe of thefe ftuds might be defrayed from the balance, which fam 
confident will accrue from the eftimated fom of eighty-five lacks per anaum, 
for the complete eftablifhment of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, in the interim 
the balance will be confiderable, viz. , 


The. 
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‘eftablithed annyal-expenfe of two complete bri- Rupee 
ese of cavalry’ is a - - 31,00,000 
aft year.—Dadhict for the purchale of 1,600 horfes to 

complete the prefent cavalry c9 four regiments, at 
40m rupees peal - Os - 6,40,000 
Pay, 8c. for four regiments, as eltimared, fuppoling 
them campleze - - - 10,930,000 
mmm 16,970,000 
Remains rupees 14330,000 
ad year.—-'Phe eftimated annual expenfes of two com- aes 
| plese brigades of cavalry is - > me 3 1,00,000 
For the expentes of the fecond year, forty-five lacks, 
and thirty thoufind age - ae - 45,30;000 
Dedu& for the purchaie of 2,000 horfes, at 400 
- 8,00,000 


rupecs - oo. . 
Pay, &c. for.cight regiments, 2s per eftimate + 20,60,000 
seeernttmrennynareionat 28,60,000 











Remains rupees 16,70,000 
gd year.—The eftimated annual expenfe of two bri- 
gades of cavalry - - - 31,400,000 
For the expenfes of the third year, forty-fewen lacks 
and feventy thoufand rupees - - €7179,000 
Deduct for the purchafe of 2,000 horfes - 8,090,000 
Pay, 8c. fortwelve regiments - - g1,00,000 
39,00,000 
‘Bicca rupees 8,70,000 





ry 


_“There'reniains cight lacks and feventy thoufand rupees for purchafing ftuds 
of miafes, exclofive of'fuch other farther favings as may arife from the cighty- 
tive lacks of rapes, 

Htow fat the meafures which have ‘been recommended may be for the good 
of the ftarn, or: whether they .are-fupported by found polity and wildom, is left 
coyourdeiies! 3 


‘In expoting the evils. of dye imernal government, and the dangers with 
which, the ftate is threatened from without, I conceive I have difcharged the 
duty qf good citizen, et 

Asd am, ‘with due refped, 
Your devoted Servant, 
Civis, 
a 


( 30 ) 


An Aiftratl of the Malrarta Army fationd in Hindspian 





Cavalry of different denominations - $8,250 
Forty-five battalions, regular.and alrreawars shal 5 to 75° trong; 

average 600 - 273000 

European infantry - - “199 

Several fmall irregular bodies of horfe, it in all . “ 10,500 

Total 185,940 

‘snlerinaniheesemeiimnss 

‘Guns of different calibers in the field - ~ a 6a 


ss 
Of the above army General de Boigne has under hfs command, Oo 
12 Battalions Sepoys, clothed and armed fike the Company’s, 
4 Battalions Native artillery (regular) with clathees ateached, &e. 
4 Battalions of Nigibs, with matchlocks, 
4 Battations ef Dummuckdars, large matchlocks, 
1000 Regular cavalry, 
go Europeans, 
120 Pieces of brafs cannon. 


© ~All the countries north of the province of Malwa they term Hindoftan, and all to the 
fouth Dekan. 


gr 


fo Crvis,. 


Fattyghur, Fuly 15, 1793. 
Sir, 

T HAVE perufed with attention your letter to Sir John Shore, Bart. on the 

declining ftate of the dominions of the Nabob Vizier ef Oude, and as I 
Have had in the courfe of fervice in that country, many opportunities of ac- 
quiring a pretty general etn of it, I muft declare that [ think the ac- 
eount you give is faithful and juft, as far as you go; but at the fame time I 
deem myfelf bound by truth and juftice to affert, sist you have touched fome 
evils too lightly, and paffed others truly interefting, without notice ; how far 
it comes within the delign of your letters to enter into a minute deftription of 
the hardfhips whtich the poorer clafs of people of Oude groan under, I cannot 
take upon me to fay, but ic is a melancholy fubject, deferving of your early 
and moft ferious confideration, 


The farmers or ryote are, in every country except this, confidered as the 
moft ufeful clafa of inhabitants, and have the firft claims to protection and en- 
couragement ; but in the Vizier’s dominions they feem as if deftined, and pe- 
culiarly marked out for oppreffion. The farmer at the commencement of tHe 
feafon engages in this, as in ether countries of India, to cultivate a certain pore 
tion of land at a fixed rate, as may be agreed on with the Aumil; if trom 
drought, or any other caufe, the crop fails, ae fun he has agreed for is extorted 
fiom him with the utmoft inhumanity: his cattle, the implements of huf- 
bandry, and even his children, are {eized and fold to make it up. Should the 
feafon turn out well, and the crop abondant, the ryot is not fuffered to enjoy 
the kind bleffings of Heaven, the myrmidons of the Aumil ize it, on fome 
pretence, and brave the unprotected farmer but a fcanty pittance for his fup- 
port, without paying the leait regard to the agreement that has been made; fo 
as the fliaty-hearted. Aumil procures money ro ftop the mouth of fome preedy 
Cerberus at court, in order to fecure an intereft to avert his being plundered on 
his removal, as ig the caftom, he cares little by what means it 1 acquired, or 
what injury it may do the country, being never fure of remaining more than one 
featan, ancl atumed folely. by the fpiric of rapaciy’ and oppreffion, in which he 
has been beed.up fom his infancy. 


Ie the march to and from Asvopfacher,.che defolate ftate of Rohileuad 
excited: the: altonifhmenc of every of the detachment, but particularly 
thofe who had feen ic before, gnd compared ic With what it had been; the 
places which I fale populous ghd flourifhing when in. thes country wich the 
army<ormerly, arenow defercel and in ruin. This extraordinary change tas 
jurally excited, py curiofity, agd.1 was particolar in inquiring of the few di 

a, 
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bitants that remained in the different towns and villages we paffed, ce it 
arofe; they were by no means backward in giving she information I deBired, 
and the above cavufes they invariably affigned, “ who will think of culeitati 
“ the ground under fuch oppreffion,” faid a venerable old man, “ we mere 
“ plough a fpot chat will produce fufficient to keep us alixe; ifwe de more, it ts 
«© jeized and taken from us by force, by violence, by cruelty ; why do noc the 
** Enghth come and take poffeffion of the country for themfelves ? if we were 
“ cherifhed as the Beugallies are, this would foen be a fine country; it would 
produce upwards of a crore of rupees yearly, whereas fcarce thirty lacks are now 
“* colle€ted. The country, Sir, is yours; the Englith aught to be its 
“© mafters—you have conquered it; were dit not for you, we would have 
“<a good government, as we had before-——we would not fuffer that"—-Here he 
oured out a torrent of inve@ives in the fevereft terms of language on the 
Nabob Vizier, much too violent to repeat-—“* Though you de net apprefs us 
** yourfelves, it is done under your authority, and you are anfwerable so God 
“ ‘ty che laws of the prophets for delivering us over to cruelty and pillage, as 
“* much as iif you did it yourfelves, The * Sabib loag of Calcutta are juft, and 
“ if they knew our condition, we are fure they would aker the country and re- 
* lieve us, We hope you will reprefent it to them; you fee what a ‘fine 
“* country it is, if it was cultivated as formerly ; you know the foil produces 
“* wheat, barley, and all kinds of grain in ater abundance than any other 
** country in Hindoftan, the rice near the hilis is fo fine that you fend it down 
“ as prefents to Bengal; but abowe all, r re that the great number of 
“ rivers which interfects our country, fupplies fuch 4 plenty of water as to 
“ enable us to cultivate indigo, opium, and fugar, 10 fend to your Wallaict, 
(meaning Europe) cheaper chan can get it at amy place elfe: we 
“« would engage, in four or five years after che Company hed the regulation 
* of the country, to make ten choufand maunds of indigo every year, and give 
“ tt co them at fifty rapees the maund; a lack of maunds of fugar, or a8 much 
“* more as they like, at four rupees the maund; and a large quantity of 
 epium, at a wery low price. Guzzeenas, and other dothig, we can ia 
* plenty, and yerg cheap.” Thus have I heard not one alone fay, but many 
da fubftance, and if yeu will fiften to them, they will go om enumerating the 
produce of the country, and the adv: it-would be to our government to 
take it ime their own hands, ‘The truth of thefe facts, and the jaftnels vt thei 
ablervatigns and conclufions,-are clear. All that i have commonly faid was, 
that ft would meation the fubjedt among all my friends, when our brigade arent 
to Caldatta; that they muft be patient, thar forethitig would be 
dane wo rcheve them, There #& no man in India better wich the 
ftace of che country than our commanding + officer, and as it was the conttant 
sheme of canverlation, | have fometianes ventured w hint che iety ‘of his 
reprefenting it to Goverament, but he Confiderst iz not in the presiledine Of his 


—— menioers of gottrnment, and ClEnglith gentlemen ie gendel spliging 
t We apprehend our intelligent correfpandent means Liewtenant-colonel Brthine. 
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duty to do it voluntarily, and that nothing but a requifition from the Council 
would juttify him in doing it; there is much propriety in the objection, though 
I have ofter lamented that it fhould obtain, in a cafe of fuch importance, as a 
reprefentation coming from a man of his information and knowledge would 
command due confideration. But to return to my fubject; by the caules above 
aligned, three-fourths of the inhabitants have been drove out of the country ; 
the army under M. de Boigne, in the fervice of Mahah Jee Scindia, is almot 
entitely compofed of Rohillas, and his corps are continually recruiting from 
Rohilcund. Of the inhabitants who {till remain in the country, many have 
entirely given up all idea of cultivation, and fubfift by robbery alone, and the 
roads are therefore fo much infefted by them, that there is no travelling without a 
ftrong guard, On our march we were obliged to be as circumfpect as if in an 
enemy’s coyotry, The day we left Ragepore Ghaut, a party of unfortonase 
people, whom oppreffion has thus driven to defperation, attacked fome camp- 
followers on our flank, and killed and waunded nine men; an unfortunate grals- 
cutter, who had, not to the value of eight annas about him, chaaths and all, was 
cut almoft ja two by.the blow of a Tulwar*. This thews how favage and def- 
perate, hunger, and want of provedtion, will make mens but in this refpect 
Rohilcund is nat fingular, nvurders and robberies are frequent.in every corner 
of eae dominiens 5 even, in the vicinity of aurcamps they are daily 
Committed, ‘ 


<p 5 an) 
Having thewn you part of what I haye feen and know of the ftate of the 
Sountis, ahie Z| but juft paifed. hveuais as far as it.has come within my 
knowledge view j { think ow are conwinged that many parts of ic are in a 
much worfg and more anal cgndition.shaa you have reprefenred. For the 
truth of what I fay, I appeal to, che officers of the: detachment, and I truft the 
hint will induce you sq A jaltice coche fubjed in the furure letters you have 
propaled ro write, . I will, canclude by fubmining to your canfideration two 
propafitions: Firft, whether, it would. not be of great advantage to the Com- 
pany, and the Nabob. Vi jer, that the Jaster fhould cede to the former the 
country of Rohileund, Paya Benaces, in hieu of the fubfidy for maintaining 
the trgaps,? as the Nabob hardly realizes thirty lacks of supees per annum from 
it, he would .be.a.con gainer thereby, and the, Company would not be 
leks © Gr poder their, management. the yevenue wauld double or treble ina 
fow ¢a producing large quantities of i , Opium, fugar, falspetre, 

Sa i inveftments, and happinefsto a brave tribe of men, in at- 
taching yhem to their couptry by progecting agriculture, 


es ae ee) co ee oe oe 4 v My a : 
it, would pot be af inytual advantage to.the, Company 
ee vas that gi ot thould Hii the entire management the 
country (if jt can properly be called his, when it ought co revert to the Mogul 
Semper Hane, ho houbldy apd fapily | tha went bea 
of r annum for hi is. amily ? this wou a 
million of poutels AEAHGR, as tues the King of Gren Beithin récelves, and 
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is nearly double what the Nabob receives at’ prefent from’ Bis Tiiniftens, It 
ought not to diffatisfy him ta have hig allowance daubled, and be put on a 
footing with the richeft, and one of the greateft mohatchs OA earth, * The 
Company would be great gainers alfo; chey might by guod managetneht tn- 
creafe the revenues to upwards of three crore of rupees per anndin; fer one apart 
for the Nabob, one for the civil governmenc and army, and one would remain 
to inveft in the produce of ‘the country, viz: cloths of various kinds, ‘indigo, 
opium, fugar, &c, &e. &e. In my appret.ecfion this lat would bt a noble 
plan, and worthy the wifdont of our government to adopt; T leave it entirely to 
you to urge it in whatever mode you think moff eiigible. 


That fuccefs may attend your generous endeavours is the fincere with, 25 1 
truft I have fhewn in this, and will in future efforts, of BS io 
(Signed) MILES, 
P. S. Since writing the above, a very intelligent rin who reficies at Barrelly, 
and with whom J had much converfation on the fubjeét of'the trade of the 
country, fent for my information, and to convince me of the arbitrary, de- 
teftalle, and icious conduct of the Autils, an authentic copy of an order 
under the feal of Huffun Ally ‘Khan, Naib or Deputy te the Aunift of Rohi- 
cund, Mindee Ally Khan, addreffed to Mahtab Chowderee, and Sew Loll, 
collectors of the duties, to this effc&, “ That hearing that feveral Eoropeans 
* had fent their agents into the country to eftablifh © cotecs, and purchafe 
“ fugar, he, inthe name of the Aurtil, moft poficvely prohibited iz; wichour 
“ their Grit having obtained’ his‘ permiffion ; ‘that’ Rohilound being ex- 
* cluded from the commercial treaty with the Goversot-penerat of Calcutta, 
* they had no right to trate there, and the durits te ‘be devied were aptional 
« with him; that fuch as’ he permitted to purchale-fogar in the country were 
* to pay the fame duties as the + bépattes ahd’ retailers in che different bazars, 
 Beo.”, This duty, he obferves, is front two to thrée rupees per bag, of about 
pin per cent. which amounts tearly to # prohibition, and will por a ftop 
entirely to the cultivation of fogar'thefe, | He firdher adduced as gnrargument 
oo prove how mutch the ‘Vizier hited Rohitcund, ahd 'fhudied its ruin, its being 
excluded from che besiefits of the cirhinerdiat » and lefe-at the mercy of 2 
‘hard-heerted Aumil! Us it poffitife that Rohitéond-was meant to be exctuded from 
the nents of ~~ a heed ‘treaty silhtlcay if hits oa _ = Poller 
pon What princtpie, Tir, lves can tell; indecd, I have 
that the treaty itlelf inca the Nearee of atvartagtocis to the crade' cither af the 
Vizier’s dominions or the Company's provinces ; but certainly the treaty has 
chip acisiagge, ed ; = “duties, however high ‘and inexpadient, is 
beer a WBE 0 
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Yo thé Prinree. 


Oude, July 20, 1792. 
Sir, » Faly 20, 1793 


LI’. your paper of’ Saturday, June 2, 1 perufed with much fatisfactian a let- 
ter addrefied to Sir John Shore, Bart. As the author difplays confiderable 
knowledge of his fubjett, 1 am willing to fuppofe him competent to complete 
the tafk he has alfigned co hiefelf, yer I fear ke has too long deferred ftepping 
forth to fgele a remedy for the innumerable evils under which the ec of 
thefe inces already fuffer, or to prevent others with which the wretched po- 
liey of the Coart.of Oude is pregnant. To detail as much of thefe as fall within 
my own knowledge, would carry me far beyond the limits of a newfpaper ; 
and if Civts proceeds, jt would be poten ia me to anticipate him on a 
fubjet-which he has brought forward with fo much candor and ability, I truft, 
however, he will excufe me, whea I venture to affure him, that deplorable as 
ig the ftate of Goruckpore, and the diftriéte in the vicinity of Bahar, they are 
yet, compared with Rohilcund, rich in culture and population. 


Ta the year 1774 J adted with the army in Rohilcund, and was, in common 
with a” brother-officers, equally pleafed and furprifed at the rich and flourithing 
tate of the coungy, and the contented fituation of its numerous inhabitants : 

march afforded us ample teftiniony of the ethane attention to the 

ay dor ia the public roads, wh: were es (eee) WOE 
fpacious ftone walls, at the diftance of about three miles from each echer, with 
feats of necommnadation to afford reft and refrefhment to the weary traveller, 
and over many of the innumerable rivers and water courles, that pour down 
fromthe hills, we found ftone bridges, generally confitting of from feven to 
clevensarches, ia-fhort, & different, was the afpect, of this pec from ‘every 
otter wehed foon in ladia, that while we were exerting our endeavours 
ro ‘the dangerous and afpiring power of the Rohillas, we were com- 
4 admire the policy, the wifdom, and the liberality of sheir govern- 


be 
Shorty afer che.creat of Lalidong | returned into the Company's provinces, 
sical ey acy ado an eppercunity of re-viliting Rohilomnd. Much 
has been faid by a Member of the Houfe of Commons of its ruinous and de- 
ftate ; but being in my own mind fully perfuaded that no meafures, 
impolitic at the or deftructive they might be in their tendency, 


could jn. the. of & fow years, effectually ruin a cov fo rich and flow- 
eroenbahagicag jek ff ever confidered prsineaiglt that ve ae 


Y 
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partly the offspring of his prolific fancy, and partly as originating in inferefted 
views and mifreprefentations, 


Fraught with thefe ideas, I lately accempanied a party to re-vilic the field in 
which I made my firft effay in arms, and thence to retrace our former footfteps 
to that difaftrous fpot where fo many brave foldiers fell inglorious, the victims 
of an inhofpitable clime. What were my feelings after I had penetrated fome 
diftance in Rohilcund? I have not language to exprefs, nor can imagination 
conceive, a more deplorable contraft than the whol¢ face of the country exhi- 
bited ; moft of the wells are fallen in, and of thofe that remain, many om 
{cured by the thick jungles* which now overfpread the ample high roads of 
Rohillas, leaving little more than a foot-path, fcarcely marked by the trace of 
a paffenger: fome of the bridges are yet paflable, while by far the greater 
number exhibit only a few mouldering piers, the melancholy monuments. of 
departed fplendour; long rank grafs, and reeds, now wave over the extenfive 
plains, which then difplayed the golden car in luxurious profuGon, “Many of 
the populous villages chat we paffed on our march in 1774, are now wholly de- 
ferred, and become the retreats of wild beafts, deftructive to mankind. The 
pasion palaces of the Rohillas are fallen to-decay. Their ciries, fo'lately the 
cenes'of apulence and happinefs, are humbled to the duft, and their fcassered 
inhabitants immierfed jn penury and woe.t Such, Sir, is the unexaggeraved 
picture of that once rich, and flourifhing, but now miferable, coustey,: 


Being naturally of an inquifitive difpafition, whenever 1 am ow-x march I 
feek fociety among the natives, intereft myfelf in their concerns, inquire abouc 
the produce of their crops, and into the character of their Aumal or Coltedtor , 
in this excurfion, followiig up my old habits, 1 converfed with many who had 
feen better days ; who had ‘been nourifhed under che foftering governments of 
the Rohillas in cones of. voice’ Rrongly expreffive of forrow .and difmay,: and 
actually with tears in their eyes, shey fpoke of paft comfort, and deprecated the 
ills they yet foreboded:: many with ansious fobciude inquired, when would the 
Company take the management of the country into their. own hands *-an event 
which they are firmly’ perfuadid will fome time come,to pals, and they appear 
to anticipate it with uncommon fatisfadtion. They*are not ignorant: of the 


The following circumftance will convey fome iden of the wretched finte of the pilliee tn 
= ~ oebaiyay vo fetting out for this a My 20 gh priced to procure a hupady 
Hof exchange) for a few sapere rapers, qn a bankef ia one « i ities ip, Ro- 
Bein ES She prefented,’ wis arcana bat ‘the tanker saute Pen a ode a 
‘for she cath, that §¢ aight be conveyed to arty, teat withoit che circorhftenc! being adn 

to the inhabieunts of the city sto this requedt J weadily affented ; taut’ as i me éx- 
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many comforts enjoyed by the Ryots* in the Company’s provinces, and the 
Hope thac under the influence of the fame lenient laws and regulations, they 
fhall {oon be in a ftate as enviable, is their only confolation under their prefent 
uppreffive burehen.of accumulated ills, 


In juftice to Mirza Mindy Alli,t the Aumil of Rohilcund, I deem it ne- 
eeflary to fay, that the inhabitants of that country fpoke of him as no wosle 
than: his predeceffor, and. while the fame {yltem of venality and coriuption 
fall be purfued at the Court of Oude, they can have little hope of amend- 
ment by a change; yet itis but too true, that whenever I mentioned his name, 
it appeared ta ftrike my hearers with as much horror, as would the found of a 
whirbvind in its approach to fweep before it their few and fcanty crops; or as 
she apprehenfion ei a peftilential difeafe that would exterminate their whole race. 


Signed, PHILO CIVIS. 


* Hufbandmen, 


+ One day jh the midit of g converfation I had with an old gentleman in Bereilly, on the 
afurs of Rohilcund, “ I knew,” faid he, “ Mirza ay All, when he had not means fuffi- 
“ cient to procure even a tattoo pony, aod I gave him a horfe; though few year. have rolled 
“ down: the tide of time fince that period, I have been plundered of my all, and am reduced 
 $ poverty ; ‘while he, furrounded by Sve thoufand attendants, rides in a filver houda car- 
© riage faftened on.the back of the ele, too elevated to look into the vallcy of paft favours, 
“ and ¥ Coffer in common with the refit of my unfortunate countrymen. fuch is the diflerence 
“ of our deftiny | but God is Great.” 
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Yo Cis. 


Sir, 


OUR valuable letters to Sir John Shore, Bart. 6n the {tate of the Vizier’s 

country, which have lately ys tala in the World, have excited, in an 
uncommon degree, the attention the officers, and indeed all the European 
gentlemen now in his dominions. The continuation of the fubject is looked 
for with an eagernefs and anxiety, fo highly flattering to you, that I truft you 
will not abandon it, but foon again refume the pen which you have wielded 
with fo much judgment and difcretion. The minds of all have been turned 
to inquire into the fats you have ftated, and they are not lefs aftonthed at the 
moderation and accuracy with which you have treated them, than that they 
fhould fo long have paffed unrectified by the government of Bengal. 


To the avidity for information on the fubjeét which you have canfed, the 
public are indebted for the republication of the following lester; in it the 
leading features in the Lucknow government are juftly dekneated, and an act 
portrayed, which, for injuftice and cool-blooded cruelty, ftands unequalied in 
the annals of Hindoftan; every Briton who reads it mutt feel his blood chilled 
with horror; he muft feel mortified in the extreme to thifk, that this at of 
barbarous butchery was perpetrated under the eye of the reprefentative of our 
government, and apparently with his concurrence ; for his refufing to interfere 
in behalf of the unfortunate victims muft be fo conftrued. I will not make 
farther comments. 1 deave to che juftice and humanity of my countrymen to 
decide, how far the author of this lavage act of. cruelty and injuftice is worthy 
of the fupport and friendfhip of our nation, and how far it is implicated in 
the guik, by conferring a maintaining the power by which fuch deeds are 
committed. None can be furprifed, after hearing of this a&, to find that 
anarchy and devaftation fhould mark the progrefs of his government ; but let 
us hope that it 18 near amendment, and that the generous and humane exertions 
of Ciyis will remove the veil from the eyes of the Bengal government, and 
imprefs on their minds the neceffity of a reform, fuch as will avert the itn 
pending ruin which threatens this devoted country and its afflicted inhabirants ; 
every man who is actuated by che tender feelings of humanity, and whofe 
heart yearns for the miferies of his fellow creatures, muft pray for fuch an 
event, and none more fervently than 


Gewspore, Aug. 20, 1793. (Signed) A BRITON. 


to 
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Io the Hon, Wannen Hastines, E/g. Governor-General, (8¢. Se, 3c. 


Camp near Erawa, February 25, 1778. 
Hon. Sin AnD Sirs, : 


I AM forry to mention a difagreeable event which happened yefterday. 


The Nabob has difmiffed Meer Afzul’s corps, which had been ftationed en 
the other fide the Jurnna, for fome time paft, with the Goffaines. There were 
five months arrears of pay due to them, which his Excellency engaged they 
fhould have in fifteen oe i the men confidered this delay an artifice to deprive 
them of their right, refufed to admit of it, and 4000 of them marched from 
their ftation to within fix cofs of our camp. The day after cheir arrival the 
Nabob went ia perfon among them, and chought he had fettled the whole af- 
fair, for only a part of the pay, on the receipt of which they were to give up 
their cannon and arms, and to difperle. The perfon employed by his Excel 
Jency in conducting the negociation had carried fatfe meffages, and when the 
Nabob found the next day, that the matchlock-men would not give up their 
arms, he refolved on cutting them all to pieces: I heard this by chance at ten 
o'clock at night, and framedeately waited on him to diffuade him from it, as it 
was an aét that could not do him any credit. He urged their difobedicnce of 
orders in leaving their ftations contrary to his injunétion, and that if after he 
had fettled the matter once, and they.refufed to abide by what they had agreed 
to, and he fuffered their conduét to pafs unnoticed, his army would be con- 
ftantly im actual mutiny; I anfwered, he mutt expec it unlefs he paid them ; 
and reprefented, in the ngeft terms I could, chat his cutting them to pieces 
would difaffecét his troops in ral, and that 1 thought it probable they 
would not fight in fuch a feat they might naturally fay, the fame would 
be their firuacion another time: I obferved, on thefe occafions there were a 
few who (pirited the reft , and recommended to his Excellency to pick out thofe 
men and puiith them, but to pay and difmifs all thafe who had no other hand 
in the mutiny, than being'led into it by perfuafion and ignorance of the con- 
fequences, & fat with his: Excetlency till one o'clock in the morning without 
being able to diffuade him from bis refolution ; he ttierefore ordered his minilter 
to march againft them carly the next morning with about 15,000 men, with 
direétions, pe ‘Sey gave up their arms, and accepted of about 20,000 ru- 
pees, he would ie em to go away unmolefted ; otherwife, there fhovid 
not be a man of them left ative. The matchlock-men would gladly have 
<O, for of their pay, when about two lacks were due to them, 
bur phaf even’ Goobred their Siang the fmalt fum chat was offered” rie 

they 
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they had’ once grounded their arms; they were therefore” rendered “defperate 
all treating was ac an end, and they refolved on meeting their fate; pine 
of 4000, 1500 refuled to fight, and left the camp, fo that the engagement 
was fupported by 2500, who did cvery thing that men in their d torable ftate 
could; they had been for fume days paft reduced to the gragtelt diftrefs for tht 
neceffaries of life, were weak and terrified by the numbers tticy had to oppofe, 


Notwithftanding all the difadvantages they laboured under, the Nabob got 
the victory by a chance; he was repeatedly apes: fome guns were even 
taken from him, his army put to the route, when a tumbril blew up, and 
threw the matchlock-men into confufion, upon which his Excellency’s troops 
broke in upon them, and carried the day. 


The Nabob had about 300 men killed; of the. matchlock-men there were 
600, many wounded, 800 taken prifoners, and releafed to-day; the reft 
cfcaped, as his Excellency’s troops fought with ill-will, and (offered them to. 
get away, othe: wife a man could not have been faved. 


The eleven old battalions, that is, thofe under Jaoo, Loll, and Bufact, 
who are formed into two brigades, were not in the engagement, bur drew out 
when the news of the Nabob's troops having given way reaghed them, ‘The 
men in general declared, it was not to attack the matchlock-men,. thep only 
meant to defend the camp, Upon the whole, this act, as might be expested, 
has given great difcontent among the troops, and u 1s the general cry, that 
they are never co expect their pay, but when they can txaét it. It is well 
known I advifed the Nabob againft the meafure; and | flatter mydelf, the 
credit of the Britifh nation was never at a higher pitch in this cquptry than 
now, The Nabob’s behaviour at Mindighaut w a ftriking coptralk to that on 
rhe prefent occafion, 


On my return from the Nabob, the night before the affair, .a deputatuon of 
five of the matchlotk-men a Tac a petition, jul ay L emexed my tent; 
which I refufed to receive: 1 underfteod from them, that jt contained 4 requedt 
for me to get them their pay, After what had I could pot interfere 
further, 1 told them they were the Nabob’s fervants,, and that ‘the, Company. 
had nothing to do with them. 


L hase the honour tere, fc. 
Co 2 
PreGident at,the Esiitt of” 
"the Maisie al Date. 
FINI S, 


